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the intolerable heat. But Franco's orders were
issued immediately, and he made it clear that the
advance was to begin without delay* The route
chosen was the most arduous one. The enemy were
so surprised by this sudden manoeuvre, which even
their spy system had had no time to detect, that
they had no chance to rally in resistance. Koba
Darsa was relieved, and Franco added one more
to his list of triumphs.
When the victor returned, there was a surprise
in store for him. He was to go to Melilla, where the
Marquis of Estella was making a personal investiga-
tion of the whole Moroccan situation, Estella's
conclusion was, briefly, that the maintenance of
distant Spanish outposts cost more than it was
worth, and that it would be possible to withdraw
to that strip of the coast which comprised the
whole of Moroccan civilisation, and whence came all
the tangible advantages that Spain was ever likely
to get from Africa,
The mere talk of such a scheme set Franco ablaze.
The philosophy that could dictate such a policy
was the very contradiction of his entire creed- He
had several interviews with Estella, and he made
use of all the high-sounding military eloquence,
which had always proved so effective in convincing
his own soldiers. He spoke of the honour of Spain,
and of the blood she had spilt in winning the territory
from the ungovernable infidels. Was this to be
handed back to anarchy ? Was all the suffering to